
This is a 1933 view of the transmitter room of station VK3ME, famous shortwave broadcaster at Melbourne, Australia. 

DX'ing into the wee hours caused the SWL 
in this 1920's comic postcard to become a 
real crackpot- at least his head put a crack 

in the chamber pot! 

stations included VK2ME/VLK at Sydney 
on 9585, 9590, 9750, 9940, 10520, 
16320, and 19400 kHz; VK3ME at Mel- 
bourne on 9090, 9548 and 9590 kHz; and 
VK6ME at Perth on 9590 kHz. 

These stations, which ran 5 kW (miniscule 
by today's power standards) , achieved con- 
siderable fame during the 1930's and rank- 
ed among the most popularly heard and 
reported by the world's DX'ers. These days, 
the sound of the Kookaburra is helped along 
by transmitters pumping out between 100 
and 300 kW! No problem hearing it, no pro- 
blem at all. 

This all came to mind when we ran across 
a great panoramic view of VK3ME's trans- 
mitters as they appeared in 1933. Quite a 
nifty looking rig, even for those days. 

Getting China 
This being the height of the DX season, 

here's a reminder that sometimes you can 
get carried away with all of the incoming sig- 
nals. Getting in trouble with other members 
of the household for burning the midnight 
DX oil isn't anything new at all. This month 
we have a mid -1920's comic radio postcard 
showing a poor soul "waiting for Europe 
and getting China instead!" 

The guy that got the chamber pot bounced 
off his noggin probably thought it was Big 
Ben's chimes! A QSL card even from Tibet 
isn't worth this hostile invitation to go QRT 
for the evening. Or is it? 

Plenty more to say, but no more room 
this go -round. Drat! See you in March? 
Hope so! PC 

Historic Ham QSL's 
Rare? You'd better believe that any 

time a QSL shows up from a remote and 
uninhabited tiny island, it's a major 
event. That's the way it goes with a deso- 
late and forgotten patch of Pacific Ocean 
real estate called Howland Island. Your 
Uncle Sammy owns Howland, which is 
located about 1,600 miles southwest 
of Hawaii. 

Howland was discovered around 1822 
by an American whaling ship, and for the 
last half of the 19th Century, British and 
American guano companies worked the 
island until its abundant supply was de- 
pleted to the point where the effort was 
no longer commercially practical. How- 
land is, after all, only a half -mile wide by 
one and a half miles long. In the central 
area there's a cluster of medium-sized 
trees, but the rest of the sandy island is 

covered with a dense growth of low veg- 
etation. The island's sole inhabitants are 
birds, lizards, crabs, and their relatives. 

The United States claimed ownership 
of Howland (and nearby Baker Island) in 
1934. The following year, four Hawaii- 
an -Americans were placed on Howland 
to act as settlers in order to support Am- 
erican ownership claims. 

When aviator Amelia Earhart was 
planning her world -spanning flight at- 
tempt in 1937, she said that she would 
need to land on Howland for refueling. 
Our government quickly constructed an 
airstrip for the purpose. It was while en - 
route to Howland, on July 1, 1937 that 
Earhart and navigator Fred Noonan 
vanished, thus giving rise to a mystery 
that has been investigated (without com- 
plete success) for fifty years. 

In 1942, soon after the U.S. entered 
WWII, the four American settlers had to 
be evacuated because of air and sea at- 
tacks on the island by Japanese forces. 
The United States regained possession 
of Howland in 1944 and placed the 
speck of land under the auspices of the 
Department of the Interior as a wildlife 
refuge. Howland has been abandoned 
for the past 45 years; the airstrip lies 
in ruins. 

In 1937 and 1938 there was a Ham 
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there, Kenny, who worked for the U.S. 
Department of the Interior and used the 
callsign K6BAZ. Probably, he was con- 
nected with the construction/operation 
of the airstrip. He ran 70 watts on 20 me- 
ter CW, using a V -beam antenna. In Ap- 
ril of 1938, Kenny sent one of his QSL 
cards to a Ham who was undoubtedly 
very happy to receive same. His opera- 
tion with a K6 -prefix predated, by only a 
few months, the assignment of KF6 as 
the official Howland (as well as Baker 
and American Phoenix Islands) prefix. 

After WWII, Howand's Ham prefix 
was designated as KB and KH1, although 
it isn't often you hear Howland any- 
more. DXpedition, anyone? 
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